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Wes and Marilyn Ackley have
generously donated a conserva-
tion to the Androscoggin Land
Trust to secure the permanent
conservation of 165 acres of for-
est land situated on two lots on
the Bear Pond Road in

Buckfield: 90 acres on the west side and 75 acres on
the east side. The conservation easement, granted in
September 2005, permits the continuation of sustain-
able commercial forestry while protecting the ecologi-
cal integrity of the forest, wetlands and Drew Brook.

They had acquired this parcel with the hopes of find-
ing a way to keep the property from turning into a new
subdivision.  "Our goal is to restore this former woodlot
to healthy and biologically diverse forest conditions
while allowing the practice of low-impact forestry", said
Wes Ackley. The conservation easement provides the
flexibility to continue forestry while maintaining a pro-
tected forested buffer along Drew Brook referred to in
the easement as a "forever wild open space area".  
Within the forever wild open space area, vegetation
management is limited to the eradication or control of
invasive plant species, the prescriptive use of fire for

conservation objectives and limited pruning and cutting
for low-impact recreation (such as trails). Outside of
this buffer, cutting is permitted for personal purposes,
wildlife habitat improvement, and for the growth and
harvest of forest products. All forest management
activities shall be carried out in accordance with state
or federal "best management practices" and in accor-
dance with a current forest management plan written
by a licensed forester.

The ALT Board of Directors is enthusiastic about
working in this section of Buckfield as the Ackley prop-
erty sits within a large section of undeveloped habitat
(over 5000 acres) found between Buckfield and
Turner.  Drew Brook feeds into a large wetland area
called Jersey Bog which has been identified as an
exemplary natural community by the Maine Natural
Areas Program.  During our initial conversations with
the Ackleys, Wes stated "My belief is that no area of
Buckfield or Turner contains more animal and botani-
cal diversity than this corner of Buckfield".  

While most of the land on Bear Pond Road has
been cut over in the past, the property also encom-
passes important wildlife habitat.  On the west side of
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Please see Drew Brook, page 2
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Bear Pond Road, Drew Brook meanders through a
canopy of trees before opening up to an impressive
and soggy expanse of sedge meadow.  An equally
impressive beaver dam can be found here.  On the
east side of the road, Drew Brook narrows to a
quick moving stream, strewn with boulders to skip
across.   

By placing a conservation easement of their prop-
erty, the Ackleys have assured the scenic character
along this section of Bear Pond Road for the gener-
al public to enjoy by extinguishing the right to devel-
op these lots into houses.  There are no habitations
or power lines within half a mile of the boundaries.

On a larger scale, the Ackley property adds to near-
by existing conservation land to the north of Bear
Pond Road owned by The Nature Conservancy and
a conservation easement on the Ambrose Farm in
Turner held by the ALT.

Conservation partners that helped the Ackleys
and the ALT work on the project include the
Western Foothills Land Trust and the New England
Forestry Foundation.  The Western Foothills Land
Trust, a local land conservation organization operat-
ing to the west of Androscoggin County, is listed a
"Third Party" with a Right of First Refusal to acquire
and enforce the terms of the conservation ease-
ment.  The New England Forestry Foundation
helped with reviewing the easement language and
will likely inherit the property in the future.

Drew Brook, continued from page 1

Dear Members and Friends,

It truly is an honor to be writing these
words for you as President of the
Androscoggin Land Trust.  Since joining the
Board of Directors nearly a year ago, I have
learned so much more about the hard work
that it takes to protect the special places
within our region of the Androscoggin. 

And I first want to thank my predecessor,
Christina Epperson, for her tireless work in
leading the organization.

I could spend hours writing to you about all
of our recent success, but I will not for two
reasons.  First, I want to you read about some
of those
successes in more detail in the following
pages.  Second, and more importantly, this
work is only the tip of the iceberg for what
lies ahead for our communities.

One only needs to pick up the local paper
any day of the week to read of subdivision
lots for sale on areas that once served as
farms, of land once available for public access
for recreation that is now closed, or of the
loss of scenic landscapes by inappropriate
development that breaks down the uniqueness
of all of our communities.

The Androscoggin
Land Trust is working
towards fulfilling our
vision of protecting
important natural
areas, preserving our
rural landscapes, and
ensuring that our tra-
dition of outdoor
recreation is available for future
generations.  We cannot do it alone, we need
to work together.  

How can you help?  Our membership base
provides the financial support to keep our
organization running and allow us to proactive-
ly work with landowners and communities.
Please join or renew your membership and ask
others to do the same.  

Also, we have been building relationships
with organizations with like-minded missions
to pursue our objectives.  Consider contacting
us to discuss how we may be able to work with
an organization you are involved with.

Yours in conservation,
Jonathan P. LaBonte

President
info@androscogginlandtrust.org

President’s Report
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In the summer of 2005,
Dana Little, who is on
ALT's Board and is a
local physician practicing
in Poland, measured the
water quality of Hooper
Pond and found it to be
excellent. Below are his
test results and observa-
tions. Such continued
monitoring is very impor-
tant as it allows ALT to
more rapidly respond to
any issues.  

Hooper Pond is a shal-
low pond with a maximum
depth of 14 feet and a
surface area of 25 acres. Such a small pond heats up
quickly in the summer, promoting the rapid growth of
algae. On August 6th, the surface water temperature rose
to 76 degrees when the air was 80 degrees. The phospho-
rous level on this date was 11, which compares to an aver-
age level of 12 for all Maine lakes. The availability of phos-
phorous in the water column acts as a limit to the growth
of algae, so a low PH reading is preferred.  Unsightly
blooms of algae generally do not occur unless the level
goes above 15.  Hooper Pond provides a significant part of
the watershed both for Sabattus Pond and the
Androscoggin River to the south.  Sabattus Pond has his-
torically had problems with elevated phosphorous with an
average of 25.  Such levels have in the past lead to
repeated algal blooms.  The well-protected and smaller

watershed of Hooper
Pond does not appear to
be contributing signifi-
cant levels of phospho-
rous to the pond.    ALT
owns 195-acres sur-
rounding the pond with
the Town of Greene
owning the remaining
25-acre parcel that
includes the non-motor-
ized boat launch. The
ALT land will be forever
conserved, keeping
Hooper Pond in its
healthy state and supply-
ing clean water to its

troubled neighbor to the south.  
The clean waters of Hooper Pond support an incredible

diversity of life. A survey conducted in 2003 along the
pondshore and surrounding wetland areas identified 62
species of flowering plants. Bird surveys have demonstrat-
ed over 30 species breeding in the area. A survey of drag-
onflies and damselflies identified 45 species that make the
pond home. Surveys of wildlife around the pond continue
to document the plants and animals found around and in
the pond. It's important to note that Hooper Pond was the
focus of ALT's biggest fund raising effort to date. 

As an important local parcel of conservation land, ALT
encourages both scientists and the public to study and
enjoy this gem.

Hooper Pond Water Quality Is Excellent

ALT has a number of events currently planned for Spring &
Summer of 2006.  We hope you take the opportunity to join us
on the land this year!  All field trips/events are free of charge
and open to the public. Please call 782-2302 to sign up or with
any questions.

Nature Walk - Saco Heath Preserve, Saco:
Saturday, June 17th  - 7am - Noon 

This is a joint trip with the Stanton Bird Club, Androscoggin
Land Trust and the York County Audubon Society on a preserve
owned and managed by the Maine Chapter of the Nature
Conservancy.  The trip-leaders are experts on this unique habi-
tat and the flora and fauna of it.  Don't miss this chance to learn
all aspects of this rare and beautiful part of Maine. The peat bog
boasts nesting palm warblers and the flora will be fascinating. 
Meet at Staples Parking Lot at the Promenade Mall in Lewiston.
For more information call Tom Hayward at 782-5238
Leaders: Tom and Susan Hayward, Michael Auger and Nancy
McReel. 

Hooper Pond Clean-Up Day - Hooper Pond Preserve,
Greene:
Saturday, June 24th  - 9am - 1pm
Join ALT and the Greene Conservation Commission to work

together cleaning up this beautiful pond, the town-owned boat
launch and ALT's Preserve.   
Please bring lunch or a snack, plenty of water, bug dope, and a
good pair of work gloves. Long pants, a hat, and work boots are
also recommended.  If you have a truck and/or trailer, please
bring it.
Meet at Hooper Pond boat launch, off Hooper Pond Road in
Greene (off Allen Pond Road).  
Leader: Michael Auger 

Source to the Sea Annual Cookout, Center Bridge, Turner:
Saturday, July 22nd  - 1pm 
Join ALT as we host our Annual Cookout in conjunction with the
Androscoggin River Watershed Council who hosts the Source to
the Sea Trek-a-phon
Meet at Center Bridge Boat Launch, Turner
Leader: Ken Morrison

Packard - Littlefield Farm Bird Walk, Lisbon:
Saturday, August 19th - 8am - 11am
Join the Stanton Bird Club and the Androscoggin Land Trust as
we jointly host a field trip on this 195-acre working farm that ALT
holds a conservation easement on. The late summer fields
should produce lots of bobolinks, goldfinches and sparrows.
Meet at Staples parking lot in Lewiston
Leader:  Stan DeOrsey

Events Planned:

Hooper Pond in Spring



Looking down the steep embankment at the old tires,
television sets, buckets, cans, and garbage bags that were
scattered through the woods, I couldn't help but wonder
what might run through someone's mind as they stood up
here and tossed the flotsam and jetsam of their existence
into these beautiful woods.  Assuming the person had a
mind, that is.  

For the second time in six months, I had joined Mike
Auger of ALT to take a look at accumulations of junk on
lands in which ALT hopes to conserve.  ALT is certainly
concerned about how unsightly these makeshift garbage
dumps are, but there's also a more important reason we
take a hard look.  Maine's environmental laws apply to us
as they do to any land owner, so we have to pay attention
to the potential liabilities that are associated with taking
ownership of hazardous materials, and, worse, petroleum-
contaminated or hazardous waste sites.

What we usually find at these dump sites is typical
household trash, often nicely tied in plastic garbage bags.
Paw through them and it's sometimes possible to find let-
ters or eviction notices or bounced checks that give an
indication of who “contributed” the trash to the woods, but,
more often than not, it's just empty cigarette boxes and
fast food packaging.  We sometimes find plastic containers
that originally held laundry detergent, but now hold used
motor oil.  Never an empty beer can (better known in
Maine as Forest Nickels).  Thus far in my involvement with
ALT, I have not found any materials that would meet the
legal definition of “hazardous waste,” although we have
found many examples of a special category known as “uni-
versal wastes” as well as a separate category of regulated
waste material known as “petroleum wastes.”

Petroleum wastes are pretty easy to identify out in the
woods.  Old motor oil, residual gasoline, kerosene, heating
oil, diesel fuel, grease, or other lubricants left behind in
containers or dumped directly on the ground are the cul-
prits here.  These substances are regulated once they're
thrown away (the point at which they become wastes)
because of the harm they can cause to ground and sur-
face waters.  If we were to find an area of soil that was
contaminated with petroleum products, ALT would be
required to report this to the Maine Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP), and most likely would be
required to take steps to correct the problem.  Soils may
have to be excavated, and, in some instances, ground
water may have to be treated to remove the contaminants.
These types of remedies can be very expensive.

Hazardous wastes include several categories of solid, liq-
uid, and gaseous materials that have hazardous character-
istics such as flammability, corrosivity, reactivity, or toxicity,
or that appear on certain lists in Maine's hazardous waste
regulations.  Solvents, strong acids, and toxic metals are
common examples of hazardous wastes.  Find these on
one of our properties and we once again have a duty to

report it to DEP, and, once again, we'll have a duty to
respond appropriately.  Costs for cleaning up hazardous
wastes can be much, much higher than costs to clean up
petroleum products, as specially trained personnel are
required to do the work, and DEP oversight is necessary.

Universal wastes, a relatively 'new' category of haz-
ardous wastes (since January 2001), include a variety of
items that are widely generated in Maine (hence the name
universal).  These items are now regulated because of
special concerns about metals or chemical products that
are contained within them.  The list of universal waste
items includes a wide variety of light bulbs (the most com-
mon being fluorescent light tubes or FLTs), cathode ray
tubes (CRTs, found in television sets or computer moni-
tors), non-vehicle batteries (such as flashlight batteries or
back-up lighting batteries), mercury-containing devices
(thermostats, boiler switches, and other items with a blob
of mercury in them), and non-leaking PCB-containing light-
ing ballasts.  By far, the most common types of UW that
we might expect to find on ALT lands are CRTs and FLTs.
These are easy to gather, but expensive to get rid of, as
they must be sent to a DEP-approved recycling facility.

So far ALT has been lucky - what we've found in the
woods was basically just trash.  We'll eventually have
some universal wastes to send out for recycling, but that
will wait until we have just the thing you've been waiting for
- a volunteer work day.  ALT will set a date and we'll all
meet to help gather the stuff that some fellow Mainer
decided he no longer needed, and we'll look forward to
your help.  Get your work gloves ready and help us to
keep ALT lands looking the way they should!

By Churchill Barton.  Churchill is ALT's Treasurer and an
Environmental Compliance Consultant for his Brettuns
Village, Inc. business.
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By Erin Lloyd, Conservation Partners, LLC
If you have been following any of the trends in land con-

servation these days, you most surely have seen the
phrase "conservation planning" bandied about with
increasing frequency. It sounds sensible. It involves con-
servation, and most everyone would agree that planning
usually isn't a bad idea. But what is a conservation plan?

A conservation plan is essentially a guide to help a land
trust to focus its ongoing land protection efforts in the most
strategic and productive direction.  In drafting a conserva-
tion plan, an organization conducts a scientific review of all
of the conservation values in its region to determine which
areas have the highest conservation value.  These areas
are called "focus areas."  Conserving land in these focus
areas of high conservation value gives the land trust and
the community more 'bang for the buck,' so to speak.
Rather than conserving smaller parcels of land here and
there (which create an island effect and don't necessarily
do as much to help conserve biodiversity), a conservation
plan can help determine where the "hot spots" in the
region are, and how the land trust can be strategic in
deciding where they will focus their proactive work.  Hot
spots may be determined by their ecological value (wildlife
habitat, large undeveloped tracts, abundance of wetlands,
significant or exemplary plant communities, potential for
connecting existing conserved pieces), recreational value
for people, scenic value from certain vantage points, or
other values deemed important by the land trust's mission.
The conservation plan summarizes these values and pro-

duces maps and text highlighting the focus areas.
When a land trust has already set the groundwork by

conserving a significant amount of land, it is important to
look ahead to see where the land trust should continue to
spend its time, energy, and money.  Is it possible to build
on the work already begun and create larger areas of con-
served land, or connect areas that are already conserved?
Land trusts cannot conserve every piece of land in their
region, so what can and should be done with the
resources at hand? This is where a systematic, scientifical-
ly based analysis can go far in informing the work of the
organization. In short, a conservation plan can be viewed
as a tool to help set priorities and create a blueprint for
future proactive land conservation efforts.

Although it is a highly useful tool, a conservation plan
should not be considered a do-or-die "thou shalt work in
these areas and nowhere else" manifesto, however.  Much
of the great work of land trusts to this point has been the
result of gratefully responding to requests from landowners
to hold conservation easements or accept donations of
land, even if these lands are not in focus areas or hot
spots.  This is a point on which most land trusts are quite
clear.  Although they tend to concentrate their proactive
efforts within the prescribed focus areas, they continue to
be responsive to landowners from their service region. 
Conservation Partners, LLC is a land conservation consult-
ing firm based in Thomaston, Maine, working with land
trusts and state agencies throughout New England includ-
ing ALT. (www.conservation-partners.com) 

Your charitable contribution keeps the Androscoggin Land Trust
at work to conserve the lands we cherish within our own commu-
nities. The Land Trust is a 501(c)(3) public charity, so your gift is
tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. The Land Trust grate-
fully accepts contributions in the following ways:

Become a Land Trust Member

Join the effort to permanently protect the lands we cherish in our
communities by becoming an Androscoggin Land Trust member.
The ALT is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization and donations are
tax deductible. Your membership dues are used to support the
annual operations of the land trust.  

Gifts of Cash or Securities 

Consider these giving opportunities and help protect natural
areas in Androscoggin County and the nearby communities. 

*Memorial and Holiday Gifts: A gift made in memory of a
deceased relative or friend or in honor of a special occasion such
as a birthday or wedding anniversary. 

*Corporate Matching Gifts: Your employer may sponsor a
matching gift program and will match any contribution made by
their employees through payroll deductions or direct gifts.

*Gifts of Stock/Mutual Funds: Gifts of long-term appreciated
stock and mutual fund shares benefits the land trust and the
donor. You may receive income tax savings and may avoid capi-
tal gain taxes you would incur if you were to sell. 

Include the Androscoggin Land Trust in Your Will

A planned gift is a wonderful way to create a lasting land legacy
and further your financial goals. You can make a bequest in one
of three ways:

*Specific Bequest: You designate a specific dollar amount, per-
centage, or property to the Land Trust. 

*Residuary Bequest:You direct that after all debts, taxes,
expenses, and specific bequests are paid from your estate, the
remaining amount is designated to the Land Trust.

Please let us know if you have decided to include the ALT in
your gift or estate planning so we can be aware of your generosi-
ty, keep you informed as to how your gift will be used, and give
you an opportunity to tell us how best to honor your gift and your
wishes.

For more information on these gift ideas or to learn about other
ways to make a charitable contribution, contact us at:
info@androscogginlandtrust.org or call 207-782-2302.

What is a Conservation Plan?

Ways to Contribute to ALT



6

Stewardship . . .
By Michael Auger, Stewardship & Outreach Coordinator

Since our last newsletter was published many exciting things have
been happening on ALT's conserved lands due to many dedicated

and enthusiastic volunteers!  Below are a few highlights:

Summer - Fall 2005, Greene

Important invasive plant species removal was done at Hooper Pond
by the Greene Conservation Commission, Brian Moulton and Sharon
Kinsman's Plant Ecology class at Hooper Pond. Japanese knotweed
and Morrow's honeysuckle were aggressively targeted by our hearty

volunteers.  Many thanks to all involved!

Fall 2005, Greene

In October Don Cameron, Botanist & Ecologist from the Department
of  Conservation's Maine's Natural Area's Program, ALT Board mem-
ber Dana Little, Robbie Little and myself surveyed Hooper Pond for
invasive aquatic plants and to get a baseline of the aquatic plant life
in this pond. We identified 30 species of aquatic and emergent plant
species in the pond and along the shore and most importantly the
pond got a clean bill of health as no invasive aquatic plants were
found. Many thanks to Don and MNAP for providing this important

service to ALT!

Fall 2005 - Winter, 2006

Over this past fall and winter,  ALT was fortunate to have the ser-
vices of Bates College student Christine Woll as an intern. Christine

produced brochures for four of our properties: Stevens Island &
Rivershore Preserve (Canton), Alexander-Harkins Preserve

(Auburn), Purinton Preserve (Bowdoin) and Hooper Pond Preserve
(Greene). These brochures are now available upon request to inform

the public about each of these properties from an ecological and
management standpoint.  Thanks Christine for your excellent work!

Winter 2005 - Spring 2006, Auburn

Additionally Bates College student Molly Marquand utilized our
Alexander - Harkins Preserve to research her senior thesis.  Her

focus was land use history as it related to invasive plant species.  As
a culmination of her work, Molly helped lead a nature walk through
this lovely urban preserve on Saturday May 27 th, highlighted her
work on the invasive plant populations there.   Thanks to Molly for

providing ALT with essential scientific data about this Preserve!

Winter 2006, Lewiston

ALT's President Jonathan LaBonte and myself had the opportunity to
speak with the National Association of Retired Federal Employees
(NARFE) in January, presenting the group with a slideshow of our
conserved properties and discussing our mission. Many thanks to
NARFE for hosting us and providing us with an excellent dinner.

Winter 2006, Auburn

In February, ALT had a Neighborhood Meeting with abutting
landowners of the Huston Farm property, which we hold a conserva-

tion easement on in Auburn.  The meeting was well-attended and
offered an excellent opportunity to meet the neighbors of this proper-

Vistas Spring 2006

ALT member and forester Harry Dwyer selflessly
donated his time to build this picnic table for our

Alexander - Harkins Preserve in Auburn this past fall.
The table materials were generously donated through

the Isaak Walton League - Maine Chapter. 
Thanks Harry!!! 

Pictured are, l to r: Eric Sideman, Steve Beam,
Christine Gianopoulos and Brian Moulton at Hooper

Pond. Brian also assisted later in the year with
subsequent vegetation removal.

Bates College students and Professor Sharon
Kinsman hard at work removing knotweed from

Hooper Pond.




